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Open = Transparent

Level of transparency depends on 
the system being built

Government becoming less 
opaque: Sunlight Foundation, 

open data policies, etc...







Sun Tzu:
Know thyself
to know your 

enemy
  



Good Technology 
becomes a 

Commodity



Why should Gov care?
Agility

• Rapid assimilation and creation of new capabilities

• Capabilities tailored to needs

Transition 

• Architectures more open / easier to understand & built to

• Larger industrial base supporting capabilities

Cost

• Leverage external open source technology investments

• Leverage Department investments in technologies

• Lower procurement and O&M life cycle costs (perhaps)

Joint Development (inside DoD & Industry)

• What technologies can you beg, borrow or steal: Save funds 

for new development

Foster collaboration across DoD communities on 
technology acquisition and development



Open Source Geospatial Tools

www.osgeo.org
OSS Geo Group

www.ossim.org
NRO/NGA Certified



www.Ballforge.net: MASINT Open Source Software



Delta-3D (www.delta3d.org) OSS Gaming & Sim. Engine



BRL-CAD (http://brlcad.org/) Army Solid Modeling OSS



Can’t trust one Company
Must trust Industry

Tom Sawyer effect:
Get others to do the work for you

Government needs to use Industry to 
police itself



‘Everything becomes Legacy’

 

Goal: Transition from 

Legacy needs to be close to zero



http://www.net-
security.org/secworld.php?
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http://www.acq.osd.mil/jctd/articles/OTDRoadmapFinal.pdf https://www.softwaretechnews.com/







Predictions
• Government entitlements growing

• Budget crunches are coming

• Spending will be constrained

• Adoption of OSS seems to be low 
hanging fruit

• Government will take a more active 
role in OSS

• Policies coming out...
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